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to come/ I announced, savouring my friends' surprise, and
the next instant, Dr Dollfuss walked into the room, followed
by the two permanent heads of the Austrian Foreign Office,
the Councillors of Legation Schmid and Hornbostel, who
retained the same positions under Dr von Schuschnigg.
I knew of course that Dr Dollfuss was a little man, but I
had not imagined him quite so * pocket-size' as that. I am
only of medium height myself, and he just came up to my
shoulder. But that small frame housed unusual moral strength.
Having greeted the Chancellor and introduced the company
to him, I requested him to take the seat on my right.
lWc are only half-way through lunch/ I said, 'won't you
give us the pleasure of joining us?*
* Please don't trouble/ he replied with all the unpretentious
modesty of the Austrian, (my wife has lunch ready for me at
home.' We did, however, manage to persuade him to join us.
Being anxious to avoid all stiffness and formality, I had
arranged for coffee to be served in an adjoining private
room. At the end of the meal, I addressed the English and
French guests, then addressed the Chancellor in German
since he knew only very little French and no English.
Mentioning the importance of personal contact between
statesmen and newspapermen, and the advantages which
accrue from it for both parties and for the understanding
between nations, I emphasized that true and accurate
reporting was possible only when a correspondent remained
free of all outside influence. I added that Vienna was
fortunate in having a number of foreign correspondents who
represented the best type of honest journalism. (I was thinking
particularly of my friends John Gunther, the author of
Inside Europe and Inside Asia, then in Vienna for the Chicago
Daily Mws, and Fodor, of the Manchester Guardian.)
Then I spoke a few words about Austria, which ever since
my youth I have regarded as my spiritual home. There
were* I said, two kinds of modesty and naturalness; that of
the simple, honourable man of the people, who/from an